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Norwell Public Schools’ grades 6-8 foreign language curricula follow the strands and standards for foreign               
language content in middle school as identified in the Massachusetts Foreign Languages Curriculum             
Frameworks. In addition, the foreign language department believes that the study of a language not our                
own, initiates a learning adventure which, over and above the invaluable acquisition of another language,               
can confer upon us multiple educational benefits, capable of exerting a profound influence on our               
perceptions of the world around us and of permanently enriching and enlarging our appreciation and               
understanding of ourselves and of others. 

 

The Foreign Language Department at Norwell 

Middle School  believes that all students of foreign 

language should develop an expertise in the 

following five strands for foreign languages.  
 

● Communication 

● Cultures 

● Comparisons 

● Connections 

● Communities 

 

 

● Students will understand and interpret ideas and 
information written or spoken in a language other 
than English.  

 
● Students of modern languages will write and 

speak in a language other than English to present 
information, concepts, and ideas on a variety of 
topics.  

 
● Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

traditions, perspectives, practices, and products of 
the culture studied, including human 
commonalities as reflected in history, literature, 
and the visual and performing arts.  

 
● Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

concept of culture through comparison of the 
target culture with their own.  

● Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
nature of language through comparison of the 
language studied with their own. 

 
● Students of modern and classical languages will 

use the target language to reinforce and expand 
their knowledge of other disciplines and to acquire 
new information and knowledge. 

 
● Students will use languages other than English 

within and beyond the school setting. Students of 
classical languages will recognize elements of 
classical languages and ancient cultures in the 
world around them.  



 

Grade 6 
 
During the year, students will study French, Latin, and Spanish, each for one quarter, every other day. Students will                   
investigate how language works, and they will learn basic grammar, vocabulary, and simple greetings in each                
language. They will also study aspects of cultural related to each language. The exposure to all three languages is                   
intended to help students decide which language they would like to study in seventh grade and beyond.  
 

Grade 7 
 
French and Spanish students are introduced to the French/ Spanish language and culture with emphasis on developing                 
the listening, speaking, reading and writing skills required for comprehension and communication in everyday              
situations.  

 
Latin students learn the basics of Latin grammar and vocabulary and are introduced to Roman civilization through                 
stories about a family living first in Pompeii, then in Roman Britain, and finally in Roman Egypt. They also examine the                     
differences and similarities between the Latin and English languages, and Roman and American cultures. 

Grade 8 
 
French and Spanish students further develop skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking. They regularly               
communicate in French/Spanish with others about present, past, and future events in their lives. Purposeful and original                 
expression reinforcing vocabulary and grammatical concepts is encouraged through writing and communicative            
activities such as skits, roleplaying, storytelling and “show and tell.”  

 
Latin students further develop their knowledge of Latin grammar and vocabulary, and continue their study of Roman                 
civilization. The stories from seventh grade continue in Roman Britain and then, after a brief flashback to Roman                  
Judea, move to the city of Rome itself. Students continue to examine the differences and similarities between the Latin                   
and English languages, and Roman and American cultures. 
 

 

Massachusetts Foreign Languages Curriculum Framework  
 
Norwell Middle School Program of Studies provides more detailed information about courses, expectations 
and opportunities. 

 
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/foreign/1999.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/166/NMS%20Program%20of%20Studies%202017-2018.pdf

